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Itʼs August! You should
be in Singapore
There’s no need to persuade Singapore that life begins at
40. It was on August 9, 1965 that the tiny equatorial island
broke away from a short-lived merger with Malaysia and
became a sovereign nation. On the back of four decades of
unwavering success, the city-state is marching merrily into
middle-age and, judging by the strength of celebrations this
month, the future remains bright. The anniversary itself will
see a traditional parade at the Padang Stadium, complete
with plenty of ﬂags and lusty choruses of ‘We Are Singapore’.
A nine-day carnival at the South Marina straddles the big day
and features shopping promotions, ﬁreworks synchronised
with orchestral music, as well as four huge concerts by the
bay. If all that doesn’t ﬂoat your boat, there are naval and
aerobatic displays of military strength. Alternatively, check
out – or take part in – the skydive festival. Come back down
to earth at WOMAD Singapore, Asia’s most established
incarnation of the World of Music Arts and Dance global
phenomenon. During the last weekend in August, a host of
international musicians and artists will perform on two huge
outdoor stages at Fort Canning Park (also see Travel Diary,
page 69). All in all, it’s some party.

www.visitsingapore.com/celebratesingapore

LATE DEPARTURES
DO DUBAI

From now until August 31, Emirates’ ﬁrst class passengers visiting
Dubai get two free nights in a Deluxe Room at the Ritz-Carlton
Dubai. Business class passengers get one night in a Deluxe
Room at the Emirates Towers Hotel. (+86 (0)21 3222 9999;
www.emirates.com)

BANGKOK SPECIAL

Emirates is also extending its ‘One Night in Bangkok’ special offer
until August 31. Travellers ﬂying Emirates to Sydney or Auckland
via Bangkok get one free night’s stay. Emirates’ ﬁrst and business
class passengers stay at the Shangri-La; economy class passengers
at the Holiday Inn Silom. (www.emirates.com)

BE IN BALI

Fly from Beijing to Bali with Singapore Airlines for RMB 2,938 round
trip, based on two people staying 2-14 days. Valid until August 31.
(+86 (0)10 6432 9999 ext 6; www.elong.net/ﬂight)

Everybodyʼs doing it so why canʼt I…
own a private jet?

Ok, so it wouldn’t be much of a status symbol if everyone were doing it. But with ﬂight restrictions
easing – and prces coming down – more and more VIPs are taking to the skies independently. Thanks
to Executive Jets Asia (EJA), you need a mere half million US dollars to become a one-sixth ‘fractional’
owner of a sleek, seven-seat Cessna aircraft. The jet will be based in the closest available location
to the owning syndicate, with Hong Kong a potential base. Ownership entitles you to a variety of
perks, including 70 hours ﬂying time per year. With one
call – and little more than 60 minutes
notice – you could be on the way to any destination you
choose. And don’t worry; you won’t
have to ﬂy the thing yourself.

www.executivejetsasia.com

SEOUL SURVIVOR

Fly from Shanghai to Seoul with Shanghai Airlines for just RMB
2,920 (adults) and RMB 2,300 (children) return. Valid until August
31. (+86 (0)10 6432 9999 ext 6; www.elong.net/ﬂight)

IN SEASON

Getting to Shanghai from Hong Kong has just gotten easier with
DragonAir and the Four Seasons Hotel Shanghai’s ‘Shanghai
Select’ promotion.The package starts at HKD 3,990 for one person,
HKD 5,776 for two, and includes roundtrip airfare and two nights’
accommodation plus travel insurance. Through August 31. (www.
dragonair.com, www.kaholidays.com)
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